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Behind the Mask:
Infection Preventionist Practice Forum 

Lauren Musil BSN, RN

Lori Snyder-Sloan, MSN, RN, CIC

Alisha Sheffield MSN, RN, CIC

• This session is NOT being recorded but please be aware of confidentiality as you 
share experiences and challenges. 

• CE Credits are NOT Available for Office Hours

• If you have a questions

• Raise hand and our admin will take you off mute 

    OR

• Enter your question into the Q&A

• If you have additional questions that are not answered, you can email us at 
infoforipslice@nebraskamed.com

Office Hours
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1. Biopreparedness & Special Pathogen Preparedness

2. PPE in the OR

3. IP Practice in the OR

4. ICRA & Construction 

Submitted Questions
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Special Pathogens & Biopreparedness

What is a Special Pathogen: High-Consequence Infection Disease (HCID) are emerging 
or reemerging infectious agents that are easily transmissible, have limited counter 
measures, high mortality, and require prompt infection control measures to mitigate 
spread. 

2024 Updates to The Joint Commission IPC Standards

Current HCID in the news
• H5N1 (Avian Influenza)
• Marburg Virus
• Ebola Virus
• Lassa Fever
• Measles

Special Pathogens & Biopreparedness

IP Role in Special Pathogen Preparedness: 
• Understand facility protocols (if available). If not available- gather team to develop and 

implement
• Identify, Isolate, Inform
• PPE Selection
• Isolation Practices (e.g., hot zones, dedicated units) 
• Waste Management 
• Patient transportation
• Staff training & education
• Effective cleaning products
• Air-handling/ negative air

• Know & partner with public health & regional contacts
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Special Pathogens & Biopreparedness

Resources
• NETEC: https://netec.org

• IPC Job Action Sheet
• Recent Webinars for TJC’s new standard
• Identify, isolate, inform
• Continuing education courses: e.g., Infection Prevention Learning Journey 

• Subscribe to The Transmission
• https://www.unmc.edu/healthsecurity/transmission/  

• Region 7 bi-weekly update
• https://www.unmc.edu/healthsecurity/health-emergencies/index.html
• Register at: https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3uLh1U6fR2G7F15GTeYHYA#/registration
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