Cleaning and Disinfection Roles & Responsibilities
The intent of this document is to aid facilities in establishing clear roles and responsibilities for environmental cleaning and disinfection. 
The items listed below are intended to be a guide and are NOT all inclusive. Please modify this document to meet the needs of your facility. 

Steps in Establishing Clear Roles and Responsibilities for Cleaning and Disinfection: 
1. Convene group of stakeholders
2. Evaluate units and areas for spaces, items, and devices that require cleaning and disinfection.
3. Identify and list items below that require cleaning and disinfection
4. Establish a clear role to perform the cleaning and disinfection
5. Establish a method for cleaning and disinfection (e.g., chemical used)
6. Establish a frequency for cleaning and disinfection. 
7. Consider identifying a method for documentation. 
	EVS staff
	Nursing and Clinical Staff
	IPC Team

	Perform routine cleaning and disinfection of patient care areas, high-touch surfaces, and common areas.
	Clean and disinfect shared medical equipment (e.g., stethoscopes, BP cuffs) between patient use.
	Collaborate with EVS leadership and facility administration to develop a strong EVS program and co-create and update cleaning/disinfection policies.	Comment by xth4@cdc.gov: The development of environmental cleaning policies is typically a collaborative effort. While the infection preventionist plays a crucial role, the policy is often developed jointly with:
1.    EVS managers and leadership
2.    The facility's Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) team
3.    Facility administration
The IP works closely with these stakeholders to ensure that the policies align with best practices, national guidelines, and the specific needs of the healthcare facility.

	Maintain and store cleaning equipment properly to prevent cross-contamination.
	Ensure patient rooms are maintained according to infection prevention protocols.
	Ensure training and competencies are completed for daily and terminal cleaning, special isolation rooms and procedural areas 

	Follow facility cleaning protocols and use EPA-registered disinfectants appropriately.
	

	
	Ensure policies and procedures reflect best practices, national standards and facility needs while maintaining clear protocols.

	Communicate clean vs. dirty equipment status clearly with EVS staff
	Work with administration to secure adequate EVS resources and assess new cleaning technologies before implementation. 

	Report any equipment failures or supply shortages to supervisors.
	Support EVS leadership with expert guidance, reinforce infection prevention strategies and drive continuous performance improvement. 




	Area/ Item
	Staff Responsible
	Method (Chemical Used)
	Frequency

	Patient Room
	Nursing
	EVS
	Other: (e.g., admin assistant)
	Quat
	Bleach
	Hydrogen Peroxide
	Daily (Routine)
	Point of Care/ As needed
	Discharge/ Terminal

	Bed Rails
	
	X
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X

	Patient Bathroom
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	Patient Bed	Comment by xth4@cdc.gov: Let me know when you finish this table, and I can review again.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Call Light
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bedside Table (Tray Table)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Waiting Rooms
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Counter Tops
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Light Switch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Doorknobs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refreshment Area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Devices
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Telemetry Box/ Wires
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In Room Monitor (Vitals Monitor)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wall Mounted Equipment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Computers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IV Pump/ Poles
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Code Cart
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lift Equipment/ Slings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Specialty Carts (e.g., Chest tube cart, Trach tray) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Items in all areas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Air Vents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire Extinguishers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Water Machines
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ice Makers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Refrigerators
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